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Racing Rules of Sailing  

 
New Case based on Q&A E004 

A submission from the Chairman of the Racing Rules Committee 

 

Purpose or Objective 

To make a Case of the contents in Q&A 2015-011 E004 

 

Proposal 
 
Add a new Case: 

Case XXX 

 

Definition  Finish   

Rule 47  Limitations on Equipment and Crew  

 

A boat that crosses the finishing line capsized and with no crew 

on board finishes, unless the crew returns on board, she 

continues to race and then finishes again. 

 

Question 1 

If a boat is capsized and the hull crosses the finishing line, is she considered as finishing the race? 

 

Answer 1 

Yes. See the definition Finish 

 

Question 2 

If the answer to question 1 is yes, must the crew be in physical contact with the boat?  

 

Answer 2 

The definition Finish does not include any requirement about the crew being on board, however, 

rule 47.2 requires that any crew that has left the boat either by accident or to swim must be back on 

board before the boat continues in the race. A capsized boat that crosses the finishing line will finish 

as per the definition, but will break rule 47.2 if the crew are not in contact with the boat, except 

when they are in the water trying to right the boat. See Answer 3. 

 

Question 3 

After part of the boat's hull crosses the finishing line, the crew get back on board. The boat returns 

to the course side and then crosses the finishing line again. Is this now a finish for the boat? 
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Answer 3 

Yes. Her original crossing of the finishing line is no longer relevant, because she has continued to 

sail the course - see the definition Finish (c). 

 

Current Position 

Q&A 2015-011 E004 

 

Reason 

To make the contents in Q&A 2015-011 E004 stay as a Case. 

 

 

 


